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Plural Publishing Inc. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Case Studies in Dysphagia Malpractice
Litigation, Dennis C. Tanner, Drawing on his experiences as an Expert Witness in numerous medico-legal cases,
Dennis Tanner provides an overview of dysphagia and reviews issues that may lead to malpractice litigation.
The first part of the book he provides a general overview of the anatomy, physiology, and neurology of sucking,
chewing, and swallowing. The three stages of swallowing are detailed including objectives, methods, and
procedures of evaluation and treatment. In the second part, he addresses the primary issues in dysphagia
malpractice litigation including professional proficiency in dysphagia management, professional
communication, the clinical bedside assessment and instrumental swallowing studies, and diet and feeding
considerations. Part lll comprises a review of dysphagia malpractice litigation issues and the role of the expert
witness, and the concluding part provides a comprehensive analysis of five dysphagia malpractice cases and
reviews the issues from the plaintiff and defense positions. All five dysphagia cases involve the deaths of the
dysphagic patients. FROM THE AUTHOR | have been involved in many legal cases during my thirty-year career
in communication sciences and disorders. Although | have served, in some capacity, as an expert witness in
cases involving voice disorders, stuttering, birth defects, and other communication disorders, the majority of
the litigation concerned dysphagia. With few exceptions, the dysphagia cases involved the deaths of the patients
allegedly from choking or aspiration pneumonia. In most of these dysphagia malpractice cases, the plaintiff
retained me. These cases involved a lengthy period of forensic investigation, sometimes taking years, and most
were settled before going to trial. In all dysphagia cases that were settled out-of-court, | was not apprised of the
specific settlement terms. However, the decisions often involved large awards to the plaintiffs from insurance
companies representing medical...
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