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8.5in. x 0.2in.The prevalence and incidence of chronic
conditions have implications for policy and healthcare
utilization. Valid information about risk factors is importantin

[ reducing the burden of chronic diseases. Although systems to
rank the strength of the recommendations about effective
interventions consider all evidence from observational studies
as low, prevalence and risk factors for chronic diseases can be
evaluated only in observational studies. Public policy decisions
should be based on applicable and unbiased results from high
quality studies. Assessing the quality of observational studies is
an important part of evidence-based reports made for the
Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ). An
extensive review of all available systems for rating the strength
of scientific evidence and concluded that future efforts need to
identify valid and reliable quality ratings for observational
studies. Different methodological aspects, including selective
treatment assignment, access to health care, or provider
characteristics may have different importance for studies that
examine treatment effects and prevalence of chronic
conditions or the association of disease risk factors with
patient mortality and morbidity. Therefore, quality evaluation
that is part of sradine of a_
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