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ago the writer was called upon to consider, in certain of its aspects, the industrial accident compensation
legislation in force in this state. It is a remarkable fact that this species of legislation, although of great moment
in the economic history of our country, received, until lately, little consideration, due apparently to the fact that
its importance was neither contemplated nor appreciated. There has been a noticeable paucity here of
literature relating to the experience of foreign countries in this zone of economic reform, notwithstanding the
fact that sound legislation of this character must necessarily be referable to the attitude of Continental Europe
in connection with its compensation laws, in the molding of which the greatest economic thought of the world
participated. The observations contained herein are not offered as a historical review nor in the nature of a
complete statistical compilation. The purpose is to trace, briefly, legislation relative to this subject which, after
trial, has been found sound and beneficial. Aside entirely from the question of humanitarianism, and solely
from the viewpoint of sound economics, we need indulge in no flight of imagination to presume to assert that
just legislation along this line not only elevates both economically and morally the lot of the employee, but is
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