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Hodder & Stoughton General Division. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Alchemy: the Great Work:
A Brief History of Western Hermeticism, Cherry Gilchrist, 'Packed with strange stories and shiny nuggets of
information, Alchemy: the Great Work is erudite but reads very clearly. But what | admire about it most is how
enlightening and enlivening it is. - Jonathan Black Alchemy is the art of transformation. At its simplest, the
alchemist turns base metals into gold. However this is only one dimension of alchemy - at a more sophisticated
level the alchemist's 'base metal' is symbolic of himself that needs to be worked upon and the 'gold' produced is
the alchemist himself in his or her quest to perfect his own nature. In short, true alchemy is a discipline
involving physical, physiological and spiritual work aimed at producing wholeness and enlightenment. From
the origins of alchemy, both reputed and documented, Cherry Gilchrist's lively and sympathetic narrative takes
the reader from the alchemical interests of the ancient Egyptians to the flowering of alchemy in the seventeenth
century. She also elucidates the complexities of alchemical symbolism and examines the ways in which
alchemy has developed in the twentieth century. With an introduction by Jonathan Black.
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