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found a divine Society is only possible to those who altogether deny the credibility of the extant biographies of
Christ. And the object of this divine Society was that Gods will may be done on earth as it is done in heaven. 11
Ecce Homo, pp. 40, 41, 89. A short defence of these views will be found in the Preface to the Fifth Edition of the
work, pp. vii-ix. On the other hand, it is a characteristic of a widely represented school of Church historians to
eliminate altogether this idea of a Society from the work of Christ. It is noticeable, for example, in Harnacks
recent work on the Essence of Christianity as in his History of Christian Dogma. It is laid down as an axiom by
Sohm in his book on Church Law, and is developed with a fearless logic by Professor Schmiedel. In so far, the
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