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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Problems Involved in Standardizing State Normal
Schools Sir: The value of the schools, and especially of the schools for younger children, depends almost wholly
on the ability, knowledge, and skill of the teachers. Like every other complex and difficult art, the art of teaching
can be acquired only through careful training and the conscious application of underlying principles. The
consciousness of these facts has given rise in all culture countries to schools maintained at public cost for the
purpose of giving young men and women preparing for teaching such instruction in principles, methods, and
devices, and such practice in their application as will enable them to begin the work of teaching with some
degree of certainty of success. In this country such schools are called normal schools. Although the United
States has done less for the preparation of its teachers than other countries in proportion to expenditures for
education and to numbers of children in school, there are in this country 235 State normal schools, with a total
attendance of about 89,537 students and an annual expenditure of $8,970,377. These figures do not include
municipal and private normal schools. A decade and a half ago appropriations for the support of these State
normal schools were $2,510,934 and the annual enrollment of students was 44,808. Because of the large
expenditures for normal schools and a growing appreciation of the importance of their place in our systems of
public education, there is an increasing general desire for some intelligent accounting of their organization and
work. For this reason and for the purpose of laying a foundation for such detailed studies of many specific
phases of their organization...
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